MINERALS                                      125
plant, but It appears that shipping difficulties prevented them
from sending anything* to Japan except pre\\ar stocks of lead,
zinc, copper, etc. On the \\hole, Bawdwin made n<> contribution
to the Japanese war effort.
Chinese troops recaptured the Bawdwin mines in February
1945. Damage there and at Namtu was very heavy.
The war almost certainly prolonged the life of the Bawdwin
Mine. Over half the metal content of the mine, as hitherto
proved, has been removed. The company estimate of reserves
in 1940 and 1941 was as follows:
RESERVES OF THE BAWDWFN MINK
1940                                                   }<M1
Total   reserves   ...  3,411,192 long tons      3,130,19(>    long tons
Silver   ...............   15,7 ox, per ton          15,1    oz. per ton
Lead   ................  20.4 percent               19.S    percent
Zinc .................   12.6 percent               12.1    percent
Copper..............       *9 percent                   .84 percent
It Is, of course, possible that some additional deposits will
be discovered, as extraction and exploration continue. On the
other hand, the presently known reserves of the mine would be
exhausted by another eight years of operation on the 1940-41
scale. Moreover, it will be noted that the richer ores were being
removed first, for the percentage of each metal declined be-
tween 1940 and 1941.
The more optimistic aspect of the future of the mine is
that, although it produced 1,549,302 tons of lead between 1909
and 1940, as well as 1,019,142 tons of zinc concentrates between
1921 and 1942, the "known reserves*' in 1941 were about the
same as in 1920! All that can be safely predicted, in view of
these facts, is that the mine will continue to be one of the world's
greatest producers for at least a few years after reoccttpalion if
it is fully restored to operation, At present there seems no pros-
pect of prompt reopening of the mine, perhaps clue chiefly to
Burma's unsettled conditions, and also to the seriousness of
wartime damage, necessitating an investment so great that it
may not he justified in view of the depleted state of the reserves',